62             The Earl of Strafford.

syons of his devotion to the Church of Englande, and the
Protestant Religion established by Law and professed in
that Church, of his loyalty to the Kinge, and affection to
the peace and welfare of the Kingdome, with marvellous
tranquillity of minde, he deliver'd his Heade to the blocke,
wher it was severed from his body at a blow ; many of the
standers by, who had not bene over charitable to him in
his life, beinge much affected with the courage and
Christianity of his death.

Thus fell the greatest subjecte in power (and little 10
inferiour to any in fortune) that was at that tyme in ether
of the three Kingdomes ; who could well remember the
tyme when he ledd those people, who then pursued him
to his grave. He was a man of greate partes and extra-
ordinary indowments of nature, not unadorned with some
addicion of Arte and learninge, though that agayne was
more improoved and illustrated by the other, for he fiad
a readynesse of conception, and sharpnesse of expressyon,
which made his learninge thought more, then in truth it
was. His first inclinations and addresses to the Courte, 2o
were only to*establish his Greatnesse in the Country,
wher he apprehended some Actes of power from thel Ld
Savill, who had bene his ryvall alwayes ther, and of late
had strengthened himselfe by beinge made a Privy
Counsellour, and Officer at Courte, but his first attempts
were so prosperous that he contented not himselfe with
beinge secure from his power in the Country, but rested
not till he had bereaved him of all power and place in
Courte, and so sent him downe a most abject disconsolate
1 *ol<T inserted in another hand before 'I/*'.